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Abstract

In addition to imagination and impression, literature presents readers
several points of view. In the way of comparative literature, the literature is
considered as an intellectual evidence of individual, group, and social. Although
scholars in other approaches deny to approve information from literature as
the historical proof, the value of literature content is the intellectual activity
or product of author’s information gathering. )
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In conclusion, literature is related to some knowledge and believes
that can be studied as the history of ideas or the intellectual history. For
example, His Majesty the King Rama VI's political drama reflects political
situations in the present time. It can be used as a democratic political lessons
for Thai citizen of all time

Key words : Drama, His Majesty the King VI, Politic
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DOES POPULAR HISTORY IN THALAND
NEED HISTORIANS?
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ABSTRACT

This essay examines the spate of popular history products that surfaced
in Thailand at the turn of the millennium, triggered by the traumatic Asian
financial crisis that was set off by the run on the Thai baht in 1997. The
producers of pictures, novels, movies and television serials all claim that their
work basically conform to the standards of proof that they consider as the
requirement for history as written by professional historians. They mimic the
way historians work, and are facilitated by the very paucity of available
historical records. These popular histories are themselves materials for
professional historians to explore in order to better understand and deal with
the dynamics of their discipline.
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WHAT IS HISROTY IN THAILAND TODAY?

[}

The Question of just what history is in Thailand today arises becaus
of recent event which have brought to prominence its obverse : what is not
history? The questions are not the outcome of pedantic vanities or territorial
jealousies on the part of academic historians, but beg to be addressed because
of the stream of related history products, fashioned by non-professional
historians, which have been grabbing the newspaper headlines, and which
completely defies the professional historianis understanding of what constitutes
academic historical research and analysis. Popular history is understood here
to mean works which claim to be true to the past, produced for the populace
by non-specialists whose primary aim is not necessarily to further historical
scholarship, but to attract a wide audience.

¢

Turn of the millennium Thailand has witnessed the veritable sidelining
in the eyes of the public of professional historians both in the universities and
even in the state cultural pronounce on what exactly happened in the past.
Instead. chistory€ has been accessed through meditation and dreams translated
into photographic images, through the imaginative creation of film producers
and screenwriters of cinema and television scripts, and by popular historical
novelists. The phenomenon of the cult of Phra Suphankalaya was reported in
the news media in late February 1999; the movie Suriyathai premiered with
great fanfare in August 2001, its publicity materials saturating the media and
public space in the months leading to the event; the announcement that Princess
Ubolrat would take the role of Phra Wisutkasat, daughter of Queen Suriyothai
and mother of Phra Suphankalaya in the television serial Kasatriya was made
in November 2002

Regardless of whether they were pleased with the popular history
products or not, historians such as Sunait and Piset have lent their expertise to
their production, and at least to some degree marked out the realms of
possibility for the discourses. Without them, the producers of popular history
would have proceeded with what they have set out to do anyway, for while the
paucity of documents may be limiting on information about the past, at the
same time it can be liberating for the popular history producers for it is well
nigh impossible to challenge their rendition of the past as invalid based on
documentary evidence. The films, novels, dreams and pictures that deal with
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history are easier to create than to refute. They are part of the ecosystem along
with the Fine Arts Department, Sinlapa Watthanatham, entertainment
magazines, the education system, the laws of the land, the political, social and
economic system, as well as historians and historical records. The cult of Phra
Suphankalaya has waned without fanfare when the tumult of the financial
crisis settled into management modeperhaps only to await the next crisis and
cult of worship. Kasatriya and especially Suriyothai on the other hand have a
life beyond their initial public encounter, for they can be reread and rescreened
endless times. The popular history products can be analysed, critiqued, used
as classroom case-studies of how documentation and imagination can be
inextricabie; studied for an understanding of the cultural politics in the turn of
the millennium Thailand, and its particular idiom of the Ayutthaya hero queens.
Perhaps in the future, they could be parodied; provided with counter-narratives,
say from the point of view of King Mahin,or the third person on the back of
Queen Suriyothais elephant. As it is, one prominent issue that has emerged
out of the recent popular history issue is just how nebulous the documentation
is for the pre-nineteenth century period; the momentum is there for re-looking
royal-national history as popular history. The possibilities are limited only by
the historianis definition of what history is.
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